In 1998 Garcia-Montez, Quirarte, and Prado-Alcalà published a paper dealing with the effects of unilateral lidocaine (LIDO) inactivations of the globus pallidus (GP) on consolidation and retrieval of a passive avoidance response. The authors discuss at length a paper by us, in which were reported the effects of bilateral tetrodotoxin (TTX) inactivations of the GP on consolidation of a passive avoidance response (Ambrogi Lorenzini, Baldi, Bucherelli, & Tassoni, 1995). Garcia-Montez and co-workers found that the postacquisition LIDO GP inactivation was not followed by amnesia, while preretrieval inactivation was followed by amnesia. We had found that TTX inactivation performed 15 and 90 min after acquisition induced amnesia and that it did not induce amnesia after 360 min.
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In our opinion, the discussion by Garcia-Montez and co-workers of the two sets of results calls for some comments. First of all, without insisting on the technical dissimilarities of the two paradigms, we believe that it is not feasible to compare the results of unilateral neural inactivations with those of bilateral neural inactivations. In fact, according to a fairly large amount of experimental evidence, unilateral TTX postacquisition inactivations are not followed by amnesia or are followed by memory impairments significantly less severe than those following the bilateral inactivation of the same neural site. It has been found that unilateral TTX inactivations had some amnesic effect only in the case of neural sites whose mnemonic involvement is quite long-lasting, as shown by bilateral inactivation results (e.g., nucleus basalis magnocellularis) (Ambrogi Lorenzini, Baldi, Bucherelli, Sacchetti, & Tassoni, 1998 , 1999 . The results of LIDO GP inactivation confirm once more this pattern. There are other reasons that make the comparison of the two sets of results hardly feasible. LIDO activity is much shorter than that of TTX. In consequence, LIDO inactivation, to be measured in minutes, may affect only the very earliest consolidation period, within the first 30-45 min (Martin, 1991) . TTX, administered 15 min after acquisition, starts acting 15-20 min after administration, i.e., later than the possible LIDO
